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CROSS ROADS
By Michael Danner

The Apocalypse of Advent

Apocalypse.  That word is used regularly in American political 
and cultural life. The way the word is typically used is scary. It 
speaks to big, ugly, bad, earth shaking, change. When things 
look really bad, people pull out the word apocalypse. 

The Greek word for apocalypse (apokálypsis), however, means 
something different.  Literally it means, “an uncovering.”  It’s a 
disclosure of knowledge or revelation. In that sense, I think it is 
appropriate to declare big events in political and cultural life as 
apocalyptic.  

Yes, no matter your opinion, the election of Donald Trump was apocalyptic. It tells us 
something about the nation in which we live.  We’ll be sorting out what exactly it tells 
us for some time, but only if we listen carefully to the other. 

One thing is sure (at least to me). This election, more than any I’ve experienced, has 
revealed in a clear way that the church is the church and the government is not.  
And it’s done it at a time in the church calendar where we are most able to see that 
contrast – Advent!  

The coming of Jesus is truly apocalyptic. What is revealed in Jesus is nothing less 
than the fullness of God in human form. In the life and teaching of Jesus we see 
clearly what it is like to be fully human as God intended. We see that his way is a 
way of peace through costly forgiveness and reconciliation. God reveals His great 
love for us in Jesus and uncovers a path for us to come back home. 

Jesus’ mother, Mary, seems to be keenly aware of what this means – especially in 
relationship to the world around her and the political realities of her day (and every 
day, really, including ours).  Spend a moment reading Mary’s response to her preg-
nancy as she embraced her cousin Elizabeth. It’s in Luke 1:46 – 55.

Mary’s song of praise gives voice to the revelation that Jesus will bring. It is what 
undergirds the earliest declaration of the church; Jesus is LORD (and Caesar is 
not). That declaration comes with a path to walk – the way of Jesus.  Now, more 
than ever, we see how necessary it is for Jesus’ followers to follow with integrity, 
bearing witness to the good news of the Kingdom, which is a life-giving, hope-filled, 
alternative to the world around us. 

The gift of apocalypse is the clarity of reality and our purpose within that reality. We 
not only see more clearly the world around us, but in Jesus we see more clearly the 
path we are called to walk in that world. 

Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, they must deny themselves, take up 
their cross and follow me.”  This advent season may the apocalypse of Jesus’ ad-
vent provide you with hope and purpose such that you can live intentionally as his 
followers here and now.  May the Spirit make it so.
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Winter Retreats
at Menno Haven 
Camp & Retreat 
Center
By Jacob Landis

   Thinking of this latest snowfall is a 
great excuse to daydream about the 
wonderful fun to be had at Menno 
Haven for one of their winter retreats. 
We have some new ones this year 
too!
   January 6-8 is the Young Adults' 
Winter Retreat. For all those young 
people, people who like hanging out 
with young people, and young people 
at heart, this is a chance to come and 
worship and play at Menno Haven, 
meet new friends while tubing or rock 
climbing, or just curl up with a book 
next to the fireplace in the Lodge. 
Grab a group of friends and come for 
a weekend getaway! 
   January 13-15 is our Bureau Area 
Winter Retreat. This is a new, non-
denominational retreat we are using to 
help reach out to our local churches. 
Not local but still want to come? Sure! 
Chris Schaffner from Conversations of 
the Fringe, former youth pastor and 
now counselor, will be speaking about 
Identity. 

   January 20-22 we have the Jr High 
Winter Retreat. Jon and Lindsey 
Birkey are speaking on, "Who am I? 
The Skinny on Identity." Currently 
serving with World Gospel Mission in 
Arizona, this promises to be an excit-
ing retreat!
   January 27-29 is the traditional High 
School Winter Retreat. Kristen Jack-
son from Living Water will be asking 
the question "Why am I a Christian?" 
and is challenging youth leaders and 
their youth to talk and pray about the 
question beforehand because, "In the 

wise words of the apostle Peter, we all 
should 'be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give a 
reason for the hope that we have' be-
cause we will be asked that weekend!" 
	  	  	  Registration information is on our 
website www.mennohaven.com under 
the tab "Programs." And if you have 
any questions feel free to contact me! 
program@mennohaven.com 815-646-
4344
   Jacob Landis, Program Director, 
Menno Haven Camp and Retreat 
Center.

http://www.mennohaven.com/
http://www.mennohaven.com/
mailto:program@mennohaven.com
mailto:program@mennohaven.com
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   On the weekend before the U.S. general election, 150 
Anabaptist women gathered in a conference center near 
Washington, DC to do theology. Subtitled “Naming and 
Reclaiming Power as a Force for Good,” people from a 
tradition that has often felt more comfortable with terms 
like “servant leadership” than “power” and women with our 
own often negative experiences of power, came together 
to name what is good, necessary, true, and personal about 
power.
   The second Women in Leadership Project (WLP) con-
ference (a Mennonite Church USA project) brought to-
gether different expressions of power, shown beautifully in 
mixing song, Bible meditations, scholarly papers, personal 
reflections, homilies, poetry, and more, reminding me of 
the power of multiple ways of knowing. The time was 
packed—plenary sessions, corporate worship, small group 
time, break-out sessions, talent night—with meals and 
breaks interspersed. I found it impossible to do it all. I 
needed long moments to connect, talk, laugh, walk out-
side, and integrate the many things happening all around. 
Above all, I think the importance of this conference will be 
in the many seeds shared that are and will be planted 
throughout the Mennonite church.
   Here I focus on some of the points from the conference 
that particularly stick with me in the weeks following the 
conference. You will find reports from The Mennonite at 
https://themennonite.org/daily-news/second-women-theolo
gy-conference-focuses-power/ and the Mennonite Church 
USA at 
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-women-theology
-conference/. Please read these for more comprehensive 
overviews.
   First, a diverse steering committee (Moniqua Acosta, 
Erica Littlewolf, Linda Gehman Peachey, Sandra Pérez, 
Regina Shands Stoltzfus, and WLP coordinator, Jenny 
Castro) and conference planning committee carried off 
what seemed to be a fully diverse Anabaptist conference. 
By this, I mean that while many white women were pre-
sent and speaking, many women of color were up front 
and leading. In many cases, there were multiple represen-
tatives from racial groups, which in my view helpfully al-

lowed women to speak from their own experiences, rather 
than as “the voice” of a whole category of people. I think 
the WLP committees have done landmark work that can 
model for the Mennonite church how to bring people to-
gether in respectful and accessible ways.
   Second, the term “remembears” has stayed with me as 
useful in conveying how generational trauma can be 
passed on. Sue Park-Hur, co-director of ReconciliAsian, 
spoke of this on Saturday morning (“Owning the Power 
within Us”), crediting Elaine Enns (co-director of Barti-
maeus Cooperative Ministries) for prompting her thinking 
on this. Park-Hur recalled some of her family stories, 
speaking of how past events can have a hold beyond the 
initiating trauma, and they can also carry potential power 
for healing in living generations. I find this to be a useful 
stance in approaching painful past stories from family and 
church in hope of healing.
   Third, it is exhilarating to see women gain clarity and 
confidence that what they do is theological. In February 
2014 at the first WLP conference, I went to workshop ses-
sion where a friend gave her first-ever conference paper. 
Her presentation emphasized how doing theology for her 
was in the everyday connections and interactions between 
neighbors and she contrasted it with how some men in her 
life do theology in officially recognized capacities. At this 
recent conference, I attended another paper given by this 
same friend, whose vision for how she does theology is 
still experiential and grounded in “the ordinary,” but refined 
and now claimed as a vocation. This is a moving example 
to me of the importance of this conference as a testing 
ground for women wanting to grow in confidence about the 
new ways being opened to them by the Holy Spirit.
   Related to this, the Sunday session, “Empowered to 
Empower,” worked with the theme that claiming power can 
be risky and ruffle feathers. Each panelist, Chantelle Tod-
man Moore (founder of unlock Ngenuity*), Barbra Graber 
(editor of Our Stories Untold), and Erica Littlewolf (Indige-
nous Visioning Circle, MCC Central States) touched on the 
professional or public risk of being visible, clear and pas-
sionate in communication, and sometimes not fitting into 
the “right” Mennonite narrative. 

“I’ve Got the Power!” 
Anabaptist Women Doing Theology Conference
By Laura L. Brenneman

Continue on  page 12

https://themennonite.org/daily-news/second-women-theology-conference-focuses-power/
https://themennonite.org/daily-news/second-women-theology-conference-focuses-power/
https://themennonite.org/daily-news/second-women-theology-conference-focuses-power/
https://themennonite.org/daily-news/second-women-theology-conference-focuses-power/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-women-theology-conference/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-women-theology-conference/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-women-theology-conference/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-women-theology-conference/
http://www.reconciliasian.com/
http://www.reconciliasian.com/
http://bcm-net.org/
http://bcm-net.org/
http://bcm-net.org/
http://bcm-net.org/
http://www.ourstoriesuntold.com/
http://www.ourstoriesuntold.com/
https://mcc.org/media/resources/3067
https://mcc.org/media/resources/3067
https://mcc.org/media/resources/3067
https://mcc.org/media/resources/3067
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   Life gets busy and when you throw minis-
try into the mix, finding time to simply 
breathe can become a real challenge. For 
the third year in a row IMC youth leaders 
gathered at Menno Haven Camp and Re-
treat Center to catch their breath, rest and 
recharge from the craziness that always 
seems to be a part of a life entrenched in 
youth ministry. 
   The weekend offered ample time for rest-
ing, relaxing and recharging as participants 
soaked in some much needed alone time 
with Jesus. This year’s theme was ‘Soul 
Rest’. Psalm 46:10 and Mark 6:30-52 
guided us as we sought to respond to Je-
sus’ compassionate invitation to get away 
with him to a deserted place to rest quietly. 
   It’s always a gift to gather alongside fellow  
youth workers who get the ‘beautiful mess’ 
that youth ministry is and love it all the 
same. Having a safe space to air frustra-
tions and share joys is a rare find these 
days. It was a rich blessing to see safety 
offered, received and established among 

this year’s participants as we were en-
trusted with portions of each other’s stories. 
   Personally, I found the unfiltered REAL 
conversations that took place throughout 
the weekend to be refreshing and reviving 
to my spirit. I love the REALNESS youth 
leaders exude. I love their willingness to 
walk alongside misunderstood, messy teen-
agers, encouraging them and cheering them 
on as they seek to discover a relationship 
with the most misunderstood king in all of 
history – Jesus!   
   I’m biased, I know! But, if you ask me, no 
people reveal the active, all consuming love 
of Jesus more than youth leaders do. And, 
quite frankly, IMC has some of the VERY 
best youth leaders around! 
   I’m grateful for the ongoing gift and amaz-
ing privilege that is mine — to walk along-
side the youth leaders of IMC; offering sup-
port and encouragement as they spend 
themselves on behalf of the youth and chil-
dren of IMC. 

Youth Leaders
Practice Soul Rest...
By Kim Litwiller

Youth Leaders talking 
with Associate Con-
ference Minister, Kim 
Litwiller and enjoying 
some relaxation time.

Continue on  page 5
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Continued from page 4

Youth Leaders
Practice Soul 
Rest...
   May our IMC Youth Leaders 
know they are loved and appre-
ciated always!

…Some reflections from a few of this 
year’s participants: 

Ashley Litwiller – Arthur Mennonite 
Church - "I know that I am a Martha-
type, and that is not always a bad 
thing! I stick to my to-do lists and 
keep going until everything is 
crossed off. But when that to-do list 
is continuously added to, it never 
gets finished. There are times I for-
get to make myself stop before the 

pattern of running, creating, healing, 
providing, and ministering makes me 
look like a fried wire and I'm no 
longer a healthy disciple for Christ. 
Retreats like this, focusing on Soul 
Care, is what I need. I am thankful to 
be apart of a congregation who en-
courages these pauses in ministry to 
fully rest, relax and recharge for 
daily ministry. I am also truly thankful 
for a weekend spent with people 
who focus daily on the amazing, yet 
sometimes messy, ministry towards 
our amazing teenagers in IMC con-
ference."

Brittney Underwood – East Peoria 
Mennonite Church - “Really enjoyed 
this weekend at the Youth Leader 

Retreat. Forming new friendships & 
getting to enjoy this November 
weather.”

Jon Dorrance – East Peoria Men-
nonite Church - “I really enjoyed the 
weekend at the Youth Leader retreat 
at Camp Menno Haven with Pastor 
Kim Litwiller. We had a blast forming 
new friendships with the other youth 
leaders, and talking about the issues 
we all face. It was nice just taking 
the time to rest, relax, and recharge. 
I would recommend this to any Jun-
ior High/High school leader who just 
needs some rest. It truly was a 
peaceful weekend that recharged 
my soul!”

Save the date... 
Illinois Mennonite Conference Annual Assembly 2017 will be held March 31 - 
April 1. Further details (location, theme, and registration information)will 
come via mail and email and will also be published on our website. 
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Cazenovia

By Susie Jauch

   Women’s Fellowship met on 
Sept. 19 at the church fellowship 
hall. We worked on planning activi-
ties for the coming year.
   Bryan Miller from Roanoke Men-
nonite Church brought the morning 
message on Sept. 25. His message 
was on how we as Christian treat 
those around us, and being content 
with what we have.
   We celebrated communion on 
Oct. 2 in observance of World 
Communion Sunday. It is a good 
feeling to realize that other Chris-
tians around the world were cele-
brating also.
   Arthur Mennonite Church joined 
us on Oct. 16 for the morning wor-
ship. Their pastor, Glen Rhodes 
preached the morning message, 
“Wanderers and Settlers” based on 
Romans 8:31-39. He talked about 
the many twists and turns as we 
journey through life and settle in a 
good, right place in the will of God. 
They then joined us in a meal 
where we enjoyed a time of getting 
acquainted and fellowship.
   November was Mission Month. 
We highlighted a different mission 
each Sunday. We focused on 
“Lives Under Construction Boys 
Ranch” on Nov. 6. Ken Ortman was 
the representative talking about 
how they guide boys along the right 
path in life.

East Peoria
By Mary Lou Howard

   The youth of our church went to 
Peoria Rescue Mission on Aug. 20 
to help with making beds, prepare 
and serve lunch, and to do what 
other things needed to be done. 
This was a wonderful outreach ex-
perience for them.

   The Outreach Committee made 
and served lunch on Aug. 21 at the 
South Side Soup Kitchen with other 
members of the church. They 
served 91 meals.
   There was a potluck dinner on 
Aug. 28 and we invited Day Spring 
United Methodist Church members 
to join us. This church is right next 
door to ours. It was nice to have 
the fellowship of our neighbors and 
to get to know each other a little 
better.
   MaryAnn Simpson started a Sun-
day School class on Sept 11 about 
“The Women of the Bible.” The 
class is very interesting and inspir-
ing.
   Communion Sunday was on Oct. 
2. Pastor Kim does it a little differ-
ent each time and this puts us into 
the feeling that Jesus is always 
with us no matter what happens.
   It is now time for our church to 
start packing sacks for Snack Pac. 
On Oct. 2 we did 200 sacks and on 
Oct. 30 we did 250 sacks. This is a 
big Outreach program for all of our 
church.
   A hot dog roast was held on Oct. 
22 with our new fire ring in the 
churchyard. It was a beautiful night, 
large attendance, and wonderful 
fellowship by all that attended. This 
was the first hot dog roast in sev-
eral years.
   A dedication was held on Oct. 23 
for Gracie Krehbiel, daughter of 
Luke and Randi Krehbiel.
   A Praise and Worship service 
was held on Oct. 30 led by Chuck 
and Bonnie Neufeld. Great music 
and everyone really enjoined it.

First, Champaign-
Urbana
By Rebecca Bare

	  	  	  	  A Menno Mugging was held on 
Aug. 14 for Liz Mallott, who will be 

doing post-doctoral work at North-
western University.
   Matt Yoder and David Horst 
Lehman were guest speakers on 
August 7 and 14.
   The annual all-church recital was 
held on Aug. 28.
   A wedding shower was held for 
Pete Biddle and Kelly Miller on 
Sept. 3. 
   Throughout September, we cele-
brated the seasons of creation: 
plants and animals, storms, cos-
mos. The service on Sept. 11 was 
held outdoors, followed by a block 
party. The block party included face 
painting, bubbles, and a dunk tank. 
   Throughout the month of Sep-
tember, church members raised 
money for Habitat for Humanity. 
Activities included the dunk tank, 
baked goods, car wash, hand-
crafted items, etc. FMC will be 
helping with the Interfaith Habitat 
Build taking place next spring. A 
total of $3000.00 was raised.
   The all-church retreat was held 
on Oct. 7-9 at Camp Menno Haven. 
   Elder Rose Covington, from Re-
hoboth Mennonite Church spoke to 
us on Oct. 23 about their ministry to 
the un-churched and the children of 
that area.
   Our Remembrance Sunday was 
held on Oct. 30. The Roll Call of 
Remembrance included 12 loved 
ones who died this past year.
   November is the month to collect 
items for college student care 
packages. This year, twelve of our 
young adults will receive the care 
packages.
   A special communion was taken 
on Nov. 13, to bring healing and 
hope.   
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Metamora

By Doris Mulins

   Open Arms Small Group had an 
evening chapel service at Peoria 
Rescue Ministries, Rescue Mission, 
on Thursday, Sept. 22.
   Mennonite Women continue to 
meet first Thursday of each month. 
Recent projects were Health Kits 
for MCC, personal items for Peoria 
Rescue Mission & Esther, Maple 
Lawn Residents Christmas gifts.
   Worship service Sunday, Oct. 9 
was at Menno Haven.
   We met Sunday, Nov. 6 for wor-

ship, communion, and breakfast. 
Following the service we assem-
bled Operation Christmas Child 
Boxes and MCC Hygiene Kits.
    Menno Haven Work Week was 
held Nov. 7-11 three people volun-
teered to work.
  We met at Open Arms Food Pan-
try on Nov. 7 to pack 450 Snackpac 
lunches.

Season of Life

Anniversaries
Metamora  
Byron and Beulah Fierce, 64, Sept. 
9; Ben and Shirley Egli, 61, Nov. 

10; Don and Jan Unzicker, 52, Nov. 
21 

Birthdays
First, Champaign/Urbana
Evelyn Good, 90, Sept. 5

Births
First, Champaign/Urbana
Silas Bradford Crosby, son of Pas-
tor Michael and Abby Crosby, born 
on Aug. 4

Deaths
East Peoria
May Bourn, 100, Oct. 6

Marriages
First, Champaign/Urbana
Pete Biddle and Kelly Miller on July 
29

Cal Zehr Celebrated 25 Years on 
November 6,
as being pastor at Willow 
Springs Mennonite Church

From 
left to 
right: 
Johnny 
& 
Melissa 
(Zehr) 
Kimani, 
Carol & 
Cal 
Zehr, 
Jenna 
(Zehr) 
Prahl

“Into the Neighborhood” 
“Do you want to trans-
form lives in your neigh-
borhood?”
By Michael Danner

Then mark your calendars and plan 
to attend "Into the Neighborhood: 
Reimagining Local Mission"  On 
February 10 - 11, Conference min-
ister, Michael Danner, will lead a 
workshop at Menno Haven Camp 
and Retreat Center on how to pro-
claim the goods news of the gospel 
where you are. He will help us rei-
magine how we invite others to faith 
and welcome them into the church. 
More details will follow, but mark 
your calendars now. 
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Remember Illinois Mennonite Conference in your year-end giving.  If your 

congregation takes special offerings during the Christmas season, please 

prayerfully consider a donation to Illinois Mennonite Conference.  At the same 

time, if you or any congregation members are looking for ministries to give to at 

the end of the year, Illinois Mennonite Conference is a great tax-exempt 

organization.  The work of Illinois Mennonite Conference supports the missional 

activity of local congregations through administration, communication, equipping congregations and lead-

ers, as well as assisting congregations in times of conflict, transition, pastoral searches, and pastoral creden-

tialing (which ensures that congregations have healthy pastors).  You can give to IMC by sending checks to 

PO Box 3, Tremont, IL.  You can also make online payments by visiting our website at: 

http://illinoismennonite.com

You can click on the donate tab on IMC homepage..  100% of these gifts will go to support the ministry of 

IMC.  

Year-end giving
please remember IMC
By Michael Danner

Clergy Gathering
at Standing Rock
By Michael Danner

On November 2 and 3, IMC pastor Ric 
Hudgens (North Suburban Mennonite 
Church, Libertyville, IL) participated in a 
clergy demonstration along-side the wa-
ter protectors in North Dakota.  Since 
that time, Ric has been a good source of 
information on the ever changing non-
violent direct action being led by Native 
Americans leaders. The goal of the di-
rect action is to halt the development of 
a pipeline that they believe will endanger 
their water supply.  Mennonite Central 
Committee and Christian Peacemaker 
Teams have also been involved in this 
non-violent direct action.  Please follow 
Ric on Facebook and explore the infor-
mation from both MCC and CPT on this 
ever evolving situation.



                                                                                       PAGE  9

   Advent is a time of waiting with expectation. 
It doesn’t necessarily mean sitting still or do-
ing nothing. It means actively looking forward 
and working towards something better. That’s 
where we are at with Menno Haven’s Oak 
Lodge: Dorm and Hotel Renovation. We have 
a promise of a newly renovated building, a 
better equipped facility to serve the Illinois 
Mennonite Conference and our guest groups, 
but it’s not here yet. We are doing ... demoli-
tion, excavating for new plumbing lines, fram-
ing, plumbing, electrical, installing exterior 
doors and windows, and hanging drywall. We 
are waiting ... while contractors do the insu-
lating, heating / cooling and mudding drywall. 
We are acting in faith … that the funding will 
come. 

   If you’d like to check out the story of the 
Oak Lodge Renovation, photos of the past 8 
weeks, the volunteer needs or the status of 
the fundraising, go to 
www.mennohaven.com/oak-lodge-renovation 
   If you’d like to receive regular updates 
about the project, sign up at 
www.mennohaven.com/mennohavenmailings  
   We have had many friends join us in this 
journey. Maybe you were one of them. Many, 
many thanks to those who have helped, 
given, or prayed for this project. You are ap-
preciated more than you know. We wait with 
expectation for that time that we can share 
this newly renovated space with you. 

Advent and Oak Renovation Reflections
at Menno Haven Camp & Retreat Center
By Sheena Johnson

http://www.mennohaven.com/oak-lodge-renovation
http://www.mennohaven.com/oak-lodge-renovation
http://www.mennohaven.com/mennohavenmailings
http://www.mennohaven.com/mennohavenmailings
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Amy Aschliman licensed
at Christ Community Mennonite 
Church
By Michael Danner
  
 Christ Community Mennonite Church celebrated a 
special day on Sept. 18, as pastor Amy Aschliman 
was licensed by Illinois Mennonite Conference, 
Conference Executive Minister, Michael Danner. 
   The service included a ladies trio, and a potluck 
meal followed.

From left to right: Amy 

Aschliman, pastor at 

Community Mennonite 

Church, Michael Danner, 

Conference Executive 

Minister

    Living Water Youth Pastor, Stephen Lamb, cele-
brated his ordination in style on Oct. 23. The cele-
bration included a time of ritual and prayer, a skit 
from the LWCC youth group, a song written for Ste-
phen by the choir, dancing and food.
   The celebration was a testimony to the heart and 
soul of the congregation and reflected Stephen’s 
ministry in their midst. It was obvious to me that 
Stephen loves the people he serves and they love 
him back.
   As Stephen continues his ministry as an ordained 
pastor in the church, Illinois Mennonite Conference, 
gives a hardy Amen to the discernment of the con-
gregation. Stephen has clearly been called by God 
to ministry and gifted and empowered by the Spirit 
for this work. He is a healthy and engaged pastor 
who seeks to extend the love, mercy and justice of 
Jesus into the lives of those he ministers with and 
among.
   May God continue to bless Stephen, his family, 
the people at LWCC and the neighborhood!

Living Water Community 

Church affirms the 

ordination of Stephen 

Lamb.

Living Water Community 
Church celebrates 
as Stephen Lamb is ordained 
By Michael Danner
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“Scribes Trained for the Kingdom” – Jesus as Interpreter of Scripture 
in Matthew’s Gospel

   Reba Place Church Meetinghouse, 620 Madison Street, Evanston, 
IL 60202
Co-Sponsored by Reba Place Church & Illinois Mennonite Conference
Friday evening January 20, 2017
6pm-7pm Registration & Check-in
7pm – 9pm Seminar Session 1
Saturday January 21, 2017
7:30am to 8:30am: Late Registration & Coffee
8:30am to 3:30pm  Seminar Sessions 2 through 4
Lunch provided on site
 
  Registration Cost for Seminar: $25 (includes coffee/tea and lunch on 
Saturday).
Childcare provided for an additional fee: Friday evening $5/child; Sat-
urday $10/child. Please specify childcare needs when registering.
Seminar space is limited, so advance registration is recommended. 
We expect to have online registration available later this month.
Scholarships available, so don’t let money stop you from attending. 
Volunteer help appreciated!
 
  Free All-Ages Concert — Music for Small & Tall
Saturday January 21, 2017 at Reba Place Church Meetinghouse, 620 
Madison Street, Evanston, IL 60202
Co-Sponsored by Reba Place Church & Illinois Mennonite Conference
7:00pm — No Cover Charge, but a Free-Will offering will be taken to 
help defray Bryan’s expenses
 
  Worship — Featuring Music & Preaching of Bryan Moyer-Suderman
Sunday January 22, 2017 Reba Place Church Meetinghouse, 620 
Madison Street, Evanston, IL 60202
9:30am – Bagel & Coffee/Tea Fellowship time
10:00am – 11:15am Worship – Separate activities available for pre-
schoolers during the sermon and latter part of service.
11:15am to 12 noon – Adult Ed “Grow Class” time.

   To view the flyer and registration information you can visit our website 
at:
http://illinoismennonitecom.ipage.com/wordpress/event/reading-the-bible-w
ith-jesus-seminar-with-bryan-moyer-suderman-scribes-trained-for-the-kingdom
-jesus-as-interpreter-of-scripture-in-matthews-gospel/

Reading the Bible with Jesus
Seminar with Bryan Moyer-Suderman
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ILLINOIS MENNONITE CONFERENCE 

IS NOW ON FACEBOOK.

IMC CALENDAR

	  JANUARY
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  5	   Chicago	  Area	  Pastor	  Peer	  Meeting,	  TBA
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   6-‐8 	  	  	   	  Young	  Adults'	  Winter	  Retreat	  @	  Menno	  Haven	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   12	   Pastor	  Peer	  Meeting	  MC	  of	  Normal	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   13-‐15	   Bureau	  Area	  Winter	  Retreat	  @	  Menno	  Haven
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  20-‐22	   Reading	  the	  Bible	  with	  Jesus,	  Seminary	  with	  Bryan	  

Moyer-Suderman	  @	  Reba	  Place	  Church
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   20-‐22 	  	  	   Jr.	  High	  Winter	  Retreat	  @	  Menno	  Haven
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   23	  	  	   Mid-states	  Leaders	  Meeting	  in	  Elkhart,	  IN
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   23-‐26	   Pastor’s	  Week	  at	  AMBS
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   27-‐29	   High	  School	  Winter	  Retreat	  @	  Menno	  Haven

FEBRUARY
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   2	   Chicago	  Area	  Pastor	  Peer	  -‐	  special	  presentation	  by	  Krista	  

Dutt,	  MCC
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   9	   Pastor	  Peer	  @	  Normal
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   10-‐11	   “Into	  the	  Neighborhood:	  Reimaging	  Local	  Mission	  Work-

shop”	  @	  Menno	  Haven
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   15 	  	  	   Missional	  Crossroads	  articles	  are	  due	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  28	   Missional	  Leadership	  Team	  meeting	  @	  Tremont

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

FOR LATEST CALENDAR UPDATES PLEASE 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: ILLINOISMENNONITE.COM

But all were emphatic that choosing not to speak out and 
exercise their power was too costly, both personally and 
for people they care about and represent. Todman Moore 
said that it is not enough for her exercise of power to be 
about personal liberation, but must take into account the 
people “we’re bringing with us and that we’re creating 
space for women who are becoming empowered.” I am 
glad that the conference dealt with reckoning with the 
costs of power.
   Finally, there is power in naming something from the 
front of the room. For me this came through most clearly 
when Rachel Halder (founder of Our Stories Untold) talked 
about her own healing journey from interpersonal and in-
stitutional sexualized violence, coming to a place of deep 
acceptance with “I am who I am, and that is okay. I am 
who I am, and that is all right.” During the Saturday morn-
ing session, Halder asked everyone to repeat those words 
and as I heard and saw a whole room of women saying 
this, I had a profound feeling of love and feeling part of 
God’s good creation. Such simple sentences, but their 
profession held power, perhaps because in a room of di-

verse identities, many not often honored by the church—
non-male, non-white, non-straight—it is amazing to pub-
licly claim God’s love for who I am. It is a good reminder to 
me as a church leader of the healing power of public wel-
come from the people who stand up front.
   Although I hope for more Women Doing Theology con-
ferences, it is not clear that they will continue because the 
budget for WLP is tenuous. Get acquainted with the WLP’s 
work at 
http://mennoniteusa.org/what-we-do/peacebuilding/women
-in-leadership-project/. You will find that they are working 
to prompt us Mennonites out of pretty conventional gender 
and race relations. I was honored to be part of the first 
Women Doing Theology conference in February 2014, “All 
You Need Is Love,” and many of the fruits of that confer-
ence can be accessed in the book about the conference, 
which you can get for free at 
http://mennoniteusa.org/resource/all-you-need-is-love-hon
oring-the-diversity-of-womens-voices-in-theology/. If you 
wish to help, please spread the word and donate at 
https://secure.jotform.us/form/41906015063143.
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